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U ION—~TD  Thas says the LORD
Read 1 Kimgs 22:1-18 ---only 1o tell me the truth in the name of the LORI!

“Thus says the LORI),” | wonder oulside of church when was the last ime yom heard someone use this phrase_
Imagine if you were at a dinner party and the host sinod op and proclaimed, “Thuos says the LORTD.__" What would you
think? | suspedt it woukd be the last time yon ale dinner with that friend! In ancient times however, this was known as the
Prophetic formula; it iold everyone that -what proceeded was the trath and that it was from God_ In fadt, it was so imporiant
that any prophet that Jid not begin prophesying with it, was immedialely deemed suspect

One day two kings decided o join fiwces in baitle; so as not i act in hast they decided first in inquire for the word of
the LORD. The kings summoned 400 prophets ingether and asked them if they would be vachonous in the baltle they
planned All 400 declared that they would Now, residing in the one king s prison was yel one more prophet named Micaiah,
so one of the kings wanied to hear from him “1 haie lim™ said the other king, “he only prophesies evil against me, never
good ~ But he summoned him anyway and as the goards bronght bim to the king, they told the prophet that 400 other
prophets had already prophesied that the kings would be vidorions in baltle, and if he knew what was pood for him he
would do the same_ Standing before the kings, Micaiah answered their question concerning the battle, “Go wp and secceed,
and the LORI) will give you vichwy_” Immediaiely the one king shouted, “how many times must | wam yoa only io tell me
the truth in the name of the LORTN™ Micaiah responded, “Thus says the L'ORTD),” not only will you not be vidorious, you
will die in the baitlel

‘We all want to hear pood things ahont oorselves; however, the problem anises when we want in hear only pond
things about owselves. All oo ofien, we swmound owselves with friends that tell us what we want ip hear, instead of friends
that tell us the troth In fact, inday the filter through which we separale those we come 10 Jove and those we do not, often is
based on the truth we want o hear a< opposed D the troth we need o hear How many times have yon made a decision
based on a friend’ s advice, only when you acted vpon it, things tamed ot different firom what you expected? Ofien this
happens becanse you chose your friend becanse of thexr ability 1o tell you what yon wanied io hear instead of what yon
needed In hear

As a pastor,, | often find people’s relatonship wath God the same They choose to be fnends with God when He has
gond things tn say in them, like “1 forgiee von, ™ or “1 love yon,” or “1 will never leave you | will be with yon always ™
However, when He says things ke, “You do not need that,™ or “Yon are nol going in get that promotion,” or T will nol heal
you,” we quickly remove him from the friend colomn Reading God's Word is the same way, we pick the verses we like amnd
pay no attention o those “other™ verses, the ones that say bad things about us_

Even with his dishke of the prophet Micaiah, the king of Isael knew the importance of hearing only the troth in the
name of the LORD. Hearing the troth should be just as important io us; as long as it is the whole truth and not just the part
we want o hear. One of God™s promidses to os is always o speak the troth: Jesus even said, "1 am the Troth ™ Only God can
speak that trath into your life, and only Jesus can take that truth, whatever it may be, and miraculously tam it into joy in
yow hife. The bible 1sn’t the only place tnday that you wall hear the words, “Thus says the LORD. Every hme you drop to
vour knees and pray, yom will hear these words from Jesus_ So if vou find yourself needing in make a devcision, and your
friends are telling you to do this and that, ask yourself this, which one staried out by saying, “Thus says the LORD.™ Then
drop o your knee s, and ask youwr Troe Friend, and then po and follow His troth wherever it may lead you
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