Mad Week Devaldisnal

Fimdimyr Your Way Back Frem the Liminal

Read Psalm 23 The Locrd is my shepherd... .

In the wake of this week™s tragedy, many of us are left with more questions than ancswers. The loss of any hife is
enough i break ow hearts; however, when the loss involves o youoth, it just seems to push us inlo the minal That is
we are faced with that which we cannot perceive or even believe. 'We speak of loss, but it seems that doesn™t begin in
describe what we are feeling; we shoggle o betier define it. bul we can't, so we tell omrselves this simply cannot be
happening_ It is then we find ourselves m a place beyvond what we can comprehend Owr country expenenced thas
dorng 911; onr communaty 35 expernencing this inday.

I is at times hike these, perhaps more than any other, that we need worship. Why worship? Becanse it is throngh
wirship that we find oor anchor, an anchor that will not leave os o the abandonment that we find in the abyss. Itis an
anchor that says. 1 am still God! And so we worship and through worship we declare, comfirm, and reaflirm that God is
shll in comtrol_ It 15 through worship that we oot only encounter God, but also find a fasth that 15 over two thousand
vears old | iz a faith that for at least right nnw s stronger than onr own. So we reach back to what we know, and
realize that God is in control both here and even beyond the limits of ow undersianding, or even owr conscinusness_

It is easy in feel all alone in the midst of tragedy, however, as David found throughout his entire life; a life mind
you filled with greal trimmphs, but also hommific ragedy, God is ever-present. He is more than the kminal: He extends
beyond it. and He cannot be constrained by it | 1s through this endersianding that we find oo hope o sarvave the
moment 'We find hope in the knowl edge that God is bigger than ow tragedies and that He is still in conbrol

And so David, pexhaps while soffering one of many tragic moments in his life, falls o his knees and pens these
wonds, “The Lord is my shepherd ™ They are wonds of great hope. Why, becanse they remind us that even in the midst
of ragedy, the Lord is shill in control; God has not abandoned us, He 1s shill leading, shll canng, and shll loving

Sa if you find yourself om your knees crying oot for help, suffering ragedy in your life, as is our community this
day, remember the words of David, “The Lord is my shepherd.™ then go and worship Him For it is in falling in your
knees and worshipping the God that was, and is, and is 0 come that you will find hope 0 smrvive the moment, as well
as your way back from the iminal

Blessings,
Pascior Ed




