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The Birth of Jesus  
 
 1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a de-
cree that a census should be taken of the entire 
Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that 
took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 
3 And everyone went to their own town to register.  
  
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Naz-
areth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town 
of David, because he belonged to the house and 
line of David. 5 He went there to register with 
Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and 
was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, 
the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she 
gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped 
him in cloths and placed him in a manger, be-
cause there was no guest room available for 
them.  
 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the 
fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will 
cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the 
town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 
the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to 
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and 
lying in a manger.”  
 
 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 
host appeared with the angel, praising God and 
saying,  
 
 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  
 
 15 When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s 
go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has hap-
pened, which the Lord has told us about.”  
 
 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Jo-
seph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 
17 When they had seen him, they spread the word 
concerning what had been told them about this 
child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary 
treasured up all these things and pondered them 
in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the things they had heard 
and seen, which were just as they had been told.  
 
Luke 2:1-20 (New International Version, ©2010) 
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  Sunday School          Worship Service 
                9:30 - 10:30 AM    10:45 AM - 12:00 NOON 
           (Available for all ages) 

 

 
Bible Basics 

Kindergarten through 4th grade.  
Dismissed after Children’s Sermon. 

 

Staffed Nursery Provided 
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December 16th 
1 — 7 PM 

 

HELP US REACH OUR GOAL! 

�

�

     The Stewardship Offering will be 
collected on Sunday, December 12th.  
December’s offering is the Presbyterian 
Church Joy Offering.  Fifty percent of 
the receipts to the Christmas Joy Offer-

ing are distributed to the Board of Pensions for assistance pro-
grams that provide support to retired and active church workers 
and their spouses and families. The other fifty percent supports 
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic education through the General 
Assembly Council.  The Joy Offering has been collected for 70 
years. 
  
     A total of $314.00 was collected in November for the Fulton 
County Food Basket in McConnellsburg. 

 

“TREASURES FOR KIDS ” 
 

The Stewardship Committee receives 1 % of all worship offer-
ings each year.  For many years our congregation was given  
names of needy children in Fulton County.  Toys and clothing 
items were then purchased for these children.  This year, the 
WPC sent $250 of the Stewardship money to the Fulton County 
Catholic Mission in partnership with Fulton County Services for 
Children to make Christmas a memorable event for our 
county's children.  Last year, the mission's project served 
nearly 700 children, providing them with clothing, toys and food 
donations. 
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CANNED SUNDAY 
 

A reminder that the second Sunday of every 
month is “Canned Sunday”.  Please remem-
ber to bring your canned goods to donate 
on December 12th. 

Know someone worth bragging about?  Send the 
information to  jhsandkps@yellowbananas.com.  We 
will honor  them in our newsletter! 
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GREAT GRADES! 
 

Honor Roll 
Sara and Mikayla Carnahan 

 

Distinguished Honor Roll 
Karlie & Kody Ward 

 
ANNIVERSARIES! 

 

Quentin and Ada Golden and Leroy and 
Helen Barnhart will celebrate their 65th wed-
ding anniversary on December 29th 
 

SPORTS TEAMS! 
 

Congratulations to Kody Ward and Mikayla 
Carnahan who recently made the Southern 
Fulton Elementary Basketball traveling team! 
 

NEWLYWEDS! 
 

Sarah Hendershot and Matthew Hilegass 
were married on Saturday, November 27th!  
Congratulations. 
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You can also place your order online at 
www.angelfoodministries.com 

 

We accept:   Cash, Food Stamps or Money Orders 
— no checks 

Orders cannot be placed until payment is received. 

Orders Taken:   
   

Sat., December 4th 
9:00 AM — 11:00 AM 

Warfordsburg Presbyterian Church 

Distribution Day:  
 

Sat., December 18th 
8:30 AM —  9:30 AM 

Warfordsburg Presbyterian Church  
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ITALIAN NIGHT DINNER — NOVEMBER 13TH 

WHY USE GOSPEL TRACTS? 
 

     Gospel tracts are simple, yet powerful tools for 
sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ with others. 
Gospel tracts present a simple, yet effective presen-
tation of the basics of salvation: our sin, Jesus' death 
on the cross, and the eternal hope found in His resur-
rection.  Visit the WPC Library to check out the selec-
tion of tracts that are available for your use in pre-
senting the message of the gospel to those around 
you. 



     We delivered 79 filled shoeboxes to My 
Father's House in McConnellsburg.  From this 
collection site they are then taken to Waynes-
boro where the boxes are loaded into a tractor 
trailer and sent to North Carolina for more 
processing.  Thanks to everyone that helped 
with this program! 
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The Story Behind the Christmas Carol 
 

“Silent Night” 
 
     In 1818, a roving band of actors was performing in towns through-
out the Austrian Alps.  On December 23 they arrived at Oberndorf, a 
village near Salzburg where they were to perform the story of Christ's 
birth in the small Church of St. Nicholas. 
     Unfortunately, the St. Nicholas' church organ wasn't working and 
would not be repaired before Christmas.  Because the church organ 
was out of commission, the actors presented their Christmas drama in 
a private home. Even so, that Christmas presentation put assistant 
pastor Josef Mohr in a meditative mood.  Instead of walking straight to 
his house that night, Mohr took a longer way home.  The longer path 
took him up over a hill overlooking the village. 
     From that hilltop, Mohr looked down on the peaceful snow-covered 
village.  Reveling in majestic silence of the wintry night, Mohr gazed 
down at the glowing scene.  His thoughts about the Christmas play 
suddenly made him to remember a poem he had written a couple of 
years before.  It was a poem about the night when angels announced 
the birth of the long-awaited Messiah to shepherds on a hillside. 
     Mohr decided those words would make a good carol for his congre-
gation the following evening at their Christmas eve service.  However, 
he didn't have any music to which that poem could be sung.  So, the 
next day Mohr went to see the church organist, Franz Xaver Gruber.  
Gruber only had a few hours to come up with a melody which could be 
sung with a guitar.  However, by that evening, Gruber had managed to 
compose a musical setting for the poem.  It no longer mattered that 
their church organ was broken.  They now had a Christmas carol they 
could sing without it. 
     On Christmas Eve, the little Oberndorf congregation heard Gruber 
and Mohr sing their new composition to the accompaniment of Gru-
ber's guitar.  Weeks later, well-known organ builder Karl Mauracher 
arrived to fix the St. Nicholas church organ.  When he finished, Mau-
racher stepped back to let Gruber test the instrument.  When Gruber 
sat down, his fingers began playing the simple melody he had written 
for Mohr's Christmas poem.  Deeply impressed, Mauracher took the 
music and words of "Silent Night" back to his own Alpine village, Kap-
fing.  There, two well-known families of singers -- the Rainers and the 
Strassers -- heard it.  Captivated by "Silent Night," both groups put the 
new song into their Christmas season repertoire. 
     The Strasser sisters spread the carol throughout northern Europe. 
In 1834, after they had performed "Silent Night" for King Frederick Wil-
liam IV of Prussia, that king ordered his cathedral choir to sing it every 
Christmas eve. 
     The Rainers brought the song to the United States in 1839, singing 
it (in German) at the Alexander Hamilton Monument located outside 
New York City's Trinity Church. 
     In 1863, nearly fifty years after being first sung in German, "Silent 
Night" was translated into English (by either Jane Campbell or John 
Young).  In 1871 the English version was published in an American 
hymnal: Charles Hutchins' Sunday School Hymnal. 
 

Silent night! holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

'Round yon virgin mother and Child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace . 
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December 24th                 8:00 PM 
 
Warfordsburg Presbyterian Church 

 
     A NOTE FROM JASON:  I am looking forward to working with the 
youth group and hope they are looking forward to being part of the youth 
experience.  I ask you for your continued prayers for Valerie and I, that 
God may lead and strengthen us in this journey.  Let us not forget our 
youth as we carry on this task.     �  
    

UPCOMING SCHEUDLE 
 

     Our first 13 lessons, which began on November 14th, are from 
“Scary Gross Weird Stories from the Bible”  by “Group” .  More 
information on this lesson series is available at www.group.com. 
 

Dec. 12th  4:00-6:00 PM 
“Is That Donkey Talking to me” 

(Balaam’s Donkey Speaks) 
 

Dec. 26th  No Meeting 
“Merry Christmas” 

 
Jan. 2nd  4:00-6:00 PM 

“Hair-Raising (and Head–Splitting) Courage” 
(Jael Drives Tent Peg through Enemy Soldier’s Head) 

 
Jan.  16th  4:00-6:00 PM 

“God VS. The Gods” 
(Elijah Faces the Prophets of Baal)  

 
Jan. 30th  4:00-6:00  PM 

“Warning: Under God’s Orders Prophets Act Strangely” 
(Ezekiel Follows God’s Bizarre-and Gross-orders)  

 
For additional information on the WPC Youth Group, please call 
(717) 294-3028. 

AT WPC  
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THANK YOU 
 

Thanks to the following individuals for 
recent donations to our library: 

 

Carol Hendershot 
Brian & Renee Goodwin 

 
Also thanks to anyone else who may have donated books, 

movies, or music. 

 

CHURCH LIBRARY NEWS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FOR CHILDREN 
 

Jonah by Maxine Nodel 
King Solomon by Maxine Nodel 

Rebecca at the Well by Maxine Nodel 
Joseph by Maxine Nodel 

Joseph in Egypt by Maxine Nodel 
The Story of Christmas by Paul Fehlner 
Bible Heroes Storybook by Andy Rector 

My Bible Friends - Book One thru Five by Etta Degering 
Daniel and His Very Good Friend by Sunny Griffin 
Noah and the Very First Rainbow by Sunny Griffin 

The Little Lost Kitten by Jim Kersell 
We Believe In Christmas by Karen Kingsbury 

Peace & Love by Janet Lynn (biography) 
A Rose Remembered by Michael Phillips 

Roanoke: The Lost Colony by Angela Elwell Hunt 
Angels Flight by Tracie Peterson & James Scott Bell 

Simon Minds His Manners by Laura Derico 
What is God Like? by Beverly Lewis 

What is Heaven Like? by Beverly Lewis 
A Treasure Beyond Measure by Melody Carlson 

Because I Love You by Max Lucado 
Gospel Action Songs CD 
Gospel Praise Songs CD 

 
FOR THE FAMILY 

 
Reggie's Prayer  DVD 

The Pistol   DVD 
The Nativity Story   DVD 

Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story   DVD 
The River Within  DVD 

     Silent Night  by Stanley 
Weintraub. . . . In the early months of 
World War I, on Christmas Eve, men on 
both sides laid down their arms and 
joined in a spontaneous celebration. 
Despite orders to continue shooting, the 
unofficial truce spread across the front 
lines. Even the participants found what 
they were doing incredible: Germans 
placed candlelit Christmas trees on 
trench parapets, warring soldiers sang 
carols, and men on opposing sides 
shared food parcels from home. They 
climbed from the trenches to meet in 
"No Man's Land" where they buried the 

dead, exchanged gifts, ate and drank together, and even played 
soccer. Throughout his narrative, Stanley Weintraub uses the 
recollections of the men who were there, as well as their letters 
and diaries, to illuminate the fragile truce and bring to life this ex-
traordinary moment in time.  
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     We Believe in Christmas  by 
Karen Kingsbury. . . . "And if we 
want the perfect star to shine upon our 
tree, look and see that Brightest Star, 
and there will Christmas be." Karen 
Kingsbury makes the true meaning of 
Christmas shine brighter than today's 
secularized version with an inspiring 
story that connects the contemporary 
Christmas glitz to its origins. 

The Christmas Doll by Elvira Wood-
ruff. . . . In this heartwarming Christmas story, 
ten-year-old Lucy and her six-year-old sister, 
Glory, escape from the harsh life of the Grim-
stone Union workhouse for orphans into the 
streets of London. When they find a beautiful 
doll by the river's edge, they fall in love with it 
— and it leads to a Christmas miracle. 

 

An Ellis Island Christmas by Max-
inne Rhea Leighton. . . . Papa has 
already left Poland, and Krysia longs to 
see him again.  "First we must cross the 
ocean to get to Ellis Island in America," 
says Mama.  "That's where Papa is waiting 
for us."  Saying goodbye to her home is 
hard, and the ocean voyage is long and 
stormy, but finally, on Christmas Eve, Kry-
sia sees the Statue of Liberty!  

 

 November was a very good month for the church library.  
We were able to add over 45 donated books, cds, and dvds to the 
current selection in the library.  Additionally, we should be able to 
add another 70 plus donated books, cds, and dvds in December.  
This will bring the total for the library to over 1700 items.  One of 
the goals for the new year is to open this library ministry to the 
community.  So our request to you is that you pray for this expand-
ing ministry and pray that resources become available to allow for 
the purchase of needed shelving and equipment for the library. 

SOME NEW ADDITIONS 


